IN. THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



AFFIDAVIT 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Commissioner : 

I, Robert E. Schneider, herewith affirm as follows. 

(A) I was born on November 22, 1943; and I am a U.S. 
Citizen. 

i 

(B) I presently live at 1015 Central Avenue, wilmette, 
Illinois 60091. 

(C) In June 1 9 6 6 I received a Bachelor's Degree in 
Electrical Engineering from Northwestern University, Evanston, 
Illinois; and 

in June 1971 I received a Master ! s Degree in Electrical 
Engineering from Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, 
Illinois . 

1 

(D) I have practiced Electrical and Electronics Engineering 
since June 1966, as follows. 

1. Between June 1966 and December 1968, as a Junior 
Engineer, I did engineering design work on class B stepped and 
qu as i -squ a r ewave inverters at Vapor Corporation of Chicago, 
Illinois, 
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2. Between December 1968 and February 1970, as a Project 
Engineer, I did engineering design work related to power supplies 
and waveshaping circuits at SCM Kleinschmidt , Deerfield, 
Illinois . 

3. Between March 1970 and January 1974, as Senior 
Project Engineer at Vapor Corporation of Chicago, Illinois, I 
was responsible for projects related to the design of aircraft 
controls and power supplies. 

4. Between January 1974 and October 1976, as Program 
Manager at SCM Kleinschmidt in Deerfield, Illinois, I was 
responsible for design activities related to a microcomputer- 
controlled optical character reader. 

5. Between November 1976 'and August 1977, as Manager 
of design Engineering at Norlin Music in Lincolnwood, Illinois, 
I directed engineering activities, related to the design of 
computer-based music instruction systems, 

6. Between September 1977 and August 1979, as Group 
Manager at Extel Corporation in Northbrook, Illinois, I directed 
the activities of six engineers engaged in electronic product 
design activities. 

7. Between September 1979 and January 1983, as Product 
Manager at Bell & Howell Company in Skokie, Illinois, I was 
responsible for the marketing of the Company's computer products. 

8. Since January 1983 I have been in. business for myself 
doing design and development work related to high frequency power 
supplies, microcomputer systems, and HVAC controls. During this 
period, about one third of my time has been spent on the design, 
development and contruction of high frequency ' inverter-type power 
supplies, including ballasts for fluorescent lamps. 

(E) In total, I have spent more than 10 years in .the design, 
development, construction, testing and evaluation of electronic 
power supplies in general and electronic inverter-type power 
supplies in particular, and I have accumulated substantial 
experience in the art of power supplies, particularly electronic 
in ver ter -type power supplies and electronic in ver te r - type 
ballasts for fluorescent lamps, ! 

Consequently, I believe I have at l|east ordinary skill 
in the art of electronic in ver ter -type power supplies and 
electronic inverter-type ballasts for gas discharge lamps. 

I 
i 

(F) I have read, and I am familiar with the teachings of, 
each one of the prior art references identified on page 3 hereof. 
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(G) I have been informed to the effect that: 

(1) the Commissioner rejected certain claims in an 
application for a patent for the reason that the Commissioner 
held the claimed invention to be obvious over prior art; 

(2) as evidence of obviousness, the Commissioner cited 
the following prior art reference, a copy of which has been 
received by me: 

U.S. Patent No. 2,587,169 to Kivari; 

(3) the Commissioner held that the teachings of the 
Kivari patent, when combined with known prior art, rendered the 
claimed invention obvious; 

(4) more particularly, the Commissioner held that by 
making in view of known prior art a desirable obvious 
modification and/or adaptation of the teachings of the Kivari 
patent the claimed invention would result; 

(5) in other words, the Commissioner held that -- in 
view of known prior art -- the claimed, invention merely 
constitutes an obvious modification and/ori adaptation of the 
teachings of the Kivari patent. 

(H) I have not seen the application for patent identified 

in section (G) above, nor have I seen the claims thereof. More 

i 

particularly, I have not received a description of the claimed 
invention, 

(I) I have been requested: 

i 

(1) to carefully study and consider the cited reference 
in light of the situation described in section (G) above; 

(2) to identify each and every instance of what — in 
view of known prior art I see as a desirable obvious 
modification and/or adaptation of Kivari f s teachings; 

! 

(3) to express in writing each one of those desirable 
obvious modifications and/or adaptations. j 
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(J) I have performed the study and consideration requested 
of me in section (I) above, having spent therefor an amount of 
time that I judged to be reasonable; and I herewith set forth 
in writing each and every one of those desirable obvious 
modifications and/or adaptations, as follows: 

(1) Kivari claims that using a voltage reducing 
transformer will reduce the detrimental effects of line surges. 
His reasoning leads me to belive that he is a mechanical 
engineer. But smoothing out line fluctuations is desirable and 
perhaps could be accomplished by increasing the inductance of 
the transformer. 

(2) A constant voltage transformer would reduce line 
fluctuations to a minimum but I hardly think its cost could be 
justified. In fact, the use of Kivari's lamp as described for 
"ordinary house-lighting circuits" doesn't make sense to me. 




Robert E. Schneider 



STATE OF ILLINOIS) 

) ss 

COUNTY OP COOK ) 



SEAL 




Sworn to and subscribed before me this J> 



1* 



day of 



, 1989. 



ELIZABETH J. WARNER 
My Corn.Tiissicn Expires 11/20/39 
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